
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



No. 2.] NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 215 

criterion of truth, his rationalism, his dualism of body and mind, his 
attributes of extension and thought, his conception of the freedom of the 
will, etc., all these are Cartesian elements. But we notice important 
differences between him and the great Frenchman. There are critical 
tendencies in the pupil, which, had they been developed, might have 
eclipsed the glory of the teacher. " We must not imagine," he says (p. 116), 
" that things exist as they appear to the senses, nor even as they are 
thought by us. We cannot tell what they are in themselves ; which proves 
how imperfect we are. . . . Although we ascribe to things the illusions of 
the senses and of the understanding, a divine element within us invariably 
tells us that we are mistaken." God alone has a knowledge of things-in- 
themselves ; we, on the other hand, know our own ego merely. All other 
knowledge is uncertain. This is indeed a great deviation from Cartesianism. 

Geulincx' dualism is also more consistent than that of Descartes : he 
repudiates the notion of reciprocal action, or influxus physicus. Land 
shows that the term ' Occasionalism ' cannot be applied to the philoso- 
phy under consideration (pp. 141 ff.). We cannot act upon the physical 
world, nor can the physical world act upon us. Nor are my volitions the 
causae occasionales for God's producing movements in the physical world, 
nor movements the causae occasionales for his creating ideas in me. Nor 
did he pre-establish the harmony between soul and body, for the will is 
free. God knows what I am going to will, although my will is free, and 
the entire universe has been arranged according to that knowledge. " God 
in his infinite wisdom has instituted laws of motion, so that a movement 
which is entirely independent of my will and power coincides with my free 
volition." 

The book is divided as follows: Introduction (pp. 1-12); Part I, Life 
(pp. 12-89); Part II, The Doctrine (pp. 89-215), Ch. I, Human Knowl- 
edge (pp. 89-129), Ch. II, Nature and World (pp. 129-160), Ch. Ill, The 
Rational Life (pp. 160-215) ; Conclusion (pp. 215-219). 

Frank Thilly. 

Ueber den Einfluss von Geskhtsassociationen auf die Raumwahrnehmun- 
gen der Haut. Von Margaret Floy Washburn. Leipzig, W. Engel- 
mann, 1895. — pp. 60. 

Experiments on tactile space-estimations have hitherto left out of account 
the fact that such estimations, by persons of ordinary ' visualizing ' powers, 
can never be made in purely tactile terms. Reagents whose visual imagi- 
nation is normal will have in consciousness, during experiments of this sort, a 
kind of visual map of the surface operated on, in which the general out- 
lines and salient features of the surface will be more or less clearly 
represented. The more aid given by this set of visual associations, the 
more accurate the space-estimation will be. It is obvious that when the 
points touched in the experiment lie near the (visual) boundary-lines of the 
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surface, or near some salient feature, the visual associations will be stronger, 
and localization in consequence more accurate. 

This theory has direct bearing on the following results of previous 
experiment, (i) A smaller distance between two compass-points can be 
perceived on small surfaces (e.g., finger-tip) than on large surfaces (e.g., 
back). The two points will approach the visual boundary-lines more 
closely on a small than on a large surface. Of course, anatomical condi- 
tions largely account for this difference, but visual associations probably 
play some part in the case of normal reagents. (2) A smaller distance 
between two points can be perceived on the limbs, if the points lie in a line 
horizontal to the length of the limb, than if they lie in a line parallel to it. 
Obviously, in the former case, they approach the visual boundary-lines more 
closely. (3) The ratio between the local discriminativeness of two parts 
which is found by the method of equivalents, is closer to unity than a ratio 
between the same parts found by other methods (Camerer). The method 
of equivalents puts a much greater strain on the reagent than other methods, 
and he is more likely to help himself out by visual associations during 
experiments by that method. And the more the judgments are made in 
terms of sight, the closer to objective equality will be the distances esti- 
mated as equal on different parts of the body, and the closer the equivalence 
ratio will be to unity. (4) The larger the distances compared by the 
method of equivalents, the nearer to unity is the equivalence ratio (Camerer). 
The explanation of this fact is obvious from what has been said. 

The following results of my experiments tend to confirm the above 
theory. (1) The superiority of 'horizontal' over 'vertical' impressions 
failed to appear in the case of a woman blind for forty-five years, and of 
two persons whose visualizing powers were slight. The other two reagents, 
both fairly good visualizers, showed it, and it appeared in the case of the 
former two when a sufficiently large distance between the points was taken. 
(2) Certain reagents who showed power of control over their tendency to 
visualize, gave an equivalence ratio further from unity when the tendency 
was controlled than when it was given full play. 

Other results of the experiments described in this paper bear upon the 
methods most suitable for use in such experiments. ' Right and wrong 
cases ' was found to be the best method, and more regular results were 
obtained when the order of impressions (e.g., ' horizontal ' or ' vertical ') was 
regularly varied, than when the series was wholly irregular or perfectly 

uniform - Author. 

Die Vieldeutigkeit des Urtheih. Von Dr. Adolf Stohr. Leipzig 
und Wien, Franz Deuticke, 1895. — pp. 71. 

The thesis of this little work is that the term 'Judgment,' as used in 
Logic and Psychology, rests upon the figure of a judicial decision in a legal 
process. The possible significations of the name, then, are only limited by 



